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The Bucks
et Bulletin

Buckingham Rangers Visit Parliament

Girlguiding

After GGUK delivered its 25,000 strong petition calling for honesty in airbrushing to Parliament, Rangers

from Buckingham had the opportunity to discuss the issue with John Bercow, their local MP and Speaker

of the House.............and so began what one of the
Ten Senior Section members and their leaders set out very early on a misty, snowy morning at the end of

December in treacherous driving conditions and temperatures of -10 to be met with cancelled and de-

layed trains! In true Guiding spirit, and feeling rather intrepid, we somehow made it to Parliament on

time to meet up with Sue Berry!

Mr Bercowfs office had organised an exciting day for u
ace of Westminster |l ed by a guide who really made the
searcher, then took us through the corridors of West mi

of the Speaker and the girls had the opportunity to raise the issue of airbrushed images and their impact

on the wellbeing of girls and young women. We had discussed this at a recent meeting so the girls were

well prepared and we were very proud of how they made their points. They were rewarded with genuine

interest from Mr Bercow, a promise to write to the Prime Minister to follow up the national campaign and

to put the issue to the Health Secretary. Equally important he promised to pass on the responses he got.

The girls were impressed by how interested Mr Bercow was in what they had to say and how quickly he

offered to take up the issue. We presented him with a Centenary Duck and the Rangers were amused

when he showed them into his office and put the duck on his desk. (Too late for the weird and wonderful

pl aces competition unfortunately!) Georgia showed us a
then hurried us to the Central Lobby to watch the Speakers procession. The Rangers were very taken

with their individual i nvitations to the Speakerds Gal
t hem s awaslso godd! t was so excited!! We went and watched a debate, stayed for an hour or so

and were about to leave then David Cameron and Ed Miliband walked in - fantastic!! | wish | had taken A

l evel politics now! o
We ended the day with a walk along the South Bank through a
In this issue: Christmas market enjoying the unusual and very pretty sight

of London blanketed in snow.

¢ Chesham Bois Guides go g Overall it was a wonderful opportunity for the girlsto  see de-

Clacton mocracy in action, from having the chance to put their views
Brownies at Willen lake forward to the Speaker and receiving a promise that those
International Selection views would be passed on, to watching the live action in the
House of Commons. Seeing the Ranger
weekend much they got out of the day must rank as one of the most
¢ Vision in Gerrards Cross |rewarding
+  Rikki Award 2011 info days | have
. . had as a
. Mexico trip Leader.
+ Alternative sticky back Maggie
plastic weekend. Pringle
Buckingham

¢+  Service awards
+ Dates for your diary

District

Contact: nickyseymour@yahoo.com With thanks to my ever patient proof readers
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One of the many Centenary activities

we have done this year was a trip to

the seaside at Clacton. It was a great
day to go, seen as the sun was shining
and the sky was a brilliant blue. Arriv-

ing for the coach at 8.30am was early

for some but well worth it seeing all

the fun we had. The coach was full of
chatting guides and guiders, discussing ~
what they would do when they got
there and who to go around with. %
When we were nearing Clacton we - * 22w £T
first saw the sea. Not a dullish blue =% = T
we might have been expecting but it was a gorgeous blue glit-
tering in the sun. When we were set free on the beach it was
great fun feeling the sand between our toes. The sea was sort
of warm (when you got used to it!) We made a 100 sign and
filled it with sandcastles and there were 100 flags on 100 of
the sandcastles. Some of us built our own castles whilst one
group of guides accidently ce
to swim in the sea but we could paddle up to our knees. Lunch
was great eating and chatting with your friends, the sun
beaming down on you. Badger had managed to get some

kites and we all had to have a go on those. Badger had also

bought a giant air ball; it blew all the way along the beach

if you didndét catch it quickly!
our necks in sand with Frisbees on our heads! One group

built a boat out of sand. Football and especially rock pool-

ing was really popular. When it late afternoon we went

along to pier and got to go on all the rides like the flying chairs, dodgems, trampolines

and helter-s kel t er 60 s. We unfortunately only got to
walked back along to the beach and sat outside eating fish and chips, until it started

raining. Then we moved inside and got drinks. When the coach was ready we got back

on a | ot quieter than on the way. It was nea
was a really great trip.

edies in life: one is not getting what one wants, and th
 vere are only two trag - Oscar Wilde € other is 8etting ;,
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Unit
News

Brownies Go Wet N Wild on Willen Lake

On Saturday 9th October 3rd & 4th Newport Pagnell Brownies
got together to finish their own joint Centenary Celebrations in
style- We all met up at Willen Lake for a 2 Hour Bell boating ses-
sion (which Brown Owl/Snowy Owl had tested out earlier in the
Year).

The girls were very excited about boating many of them doing
it for the first time, they were all kitted out in various coloured
Life Jackets. We then got into 3 teams girls and leaders alike
and climbed into the boats where the girls were shown how to
use the paddles. Once they were confident we went off for a
practice and learnt how to manoeuvre the boat on the water.

We then raced against each other many of us getting rather wet from the splash back
of the paddles . The girls watching on the shoreline claimed that the Red Boat ap-
peared to have go faster strips as its crew kept winning the races.  This theory was
however blown out of the water when they boarded the red  boat the blue boat then
won the next race.

The 2 hours whizzed passed, but everyone had experienced a taste of
water sports and had a fantastic time having gone wet n wild on the
lake.

At the same time we all learnt about Water safety and taken part in a
water sport so we all gained the 2 water related badges.
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Aylesbury Vale Finale
Aylesbury Vale Division of Guiding which is

made up of rainbows, brownies, Guides and .

leaders from Brill, Haddenham, Oakley and " .f
b

bration of 100 years of Guiding with a bang :

and a sparkle.

On Wednesday 20th October over 100 girls

and adults met on the green outside St.

around a campfire, sang campfire songs, drank hot chocolate and watched a firework

display to the peel of the church bells. At exactly 20.10hrs everyone renewed their

Guiding promise. Many people attended who

had been involved with Guiding over the years and members of the local scouting units

Stone, brought to an end the yearlong cele- . . o .
.‘\ - ."-,_\_\»" = 'y
. P '\‘\‘::, \| - ‘ ’
& &) &)
Mary's Church, Haddenham and gathered
also attended.

n autobiography is the story of how a man thinks

- Herbert Samuel he liveg,
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International Selection Weekend

There were lots of great things about the Bucks Interna- o
tional Selection Weekend, and | enjoyed it enormously.

When | arrived on Friday evening the others were busy

putting the tents up d&in the dark! What made this espe-

cially difficult was the fact that you could hardly see your

hands in front of your face, let alone seeing any dropped }‘.b
pegs on the wet grass!! But after successfully completing =8
our first challenge we went back indoors for a well -earned \C_

hot chocolate and cake. We then sat in a circle and
passed round a bowl of jelly babies for our ice -breaker,
but we had to tell the others one thing about ourselves for
each jelly baby we took!
We got to know each other really quickly, and we
soon took on various challenges to test our team-
work; map reading as part of a long walk, a wide
game in the field, crafts and activities, and cooking
.“\ our own Saturday lunch on a Trangea! We had to eat
. Ny anything that we opened or cooked, so we had a
@ : mixture of peas, uncooked hand -cut chips, sweet
Q}- — corn, and a tomato pasta sauce with a sausage hid-
Qt: 'ﬁﬁ % \\ = den in the jar. But the best bit was definitely the
. pudding 0 we mixed all the sweet items together:
the semolina, maltesers, chocolate sprinkles, and a
bag with white powder which, after sniffing it, was
assumed to be icing sugar. It was unbelievably tasty,
and while we were scraping our bowls the leaders
approached us to see how we were getting on. We
told them of our delicious pudding and the icing sugar and they laughed and said
oOoReal l y? | di dnot know ecustard bnowder went S
well with semolinal!o
| was one of the 4 guides who were lucky enough
to be selected to go on the Anglia Selection
Weekend at Pax Lodge in London, and | had a

great time at my first visit to the World Centre; "~
another one to tick of : ow wh
Il nternational trip 18l =% t 1 86m

ing forward to whatever it is!!
Eleanor Page

¢ a shred of evidence exists in favor of the idea that [j
)

fe is car
- Brendan Gill € Is serioy
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Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and their
leaders from across Burnhamp
Beeches Division joined together at St &
Peterds, Church Bu
Christmas with a Division Carol Ser-
vice.

The Reverend Bill Jackson, Vicar at St
Peterds, wel comed
held on 12" December. Amelia Snox-
ell, a Brownie in Taplow, opened the
service with a sol
i n Royal D a vTihal pasable
of The Three Trees was beautifully
read by R
Isabel

Allen and Joely Chalklen, Brownies from 1 %' Fulmer, and
Alice Brooks from Beaconsfield Guides read from St
Lukeds Gospel

A unique version of Away in a Manager was played on the
\ ocherinas by Taplow Brownies, and the congregation en-
'joyed a poetry recital from Grace Ramsay, a 1 * Farnham

Common Rainbow.

Angela Hurlstone and Karen Johnson made their promise
®as recently appointed Co-Division Commissioners, to
| Judy Freeman, Assistant County Commissioner and were
presented with their Commissioner badges. Marilyn
~ Johnson recently appointed District Commissioner in
' Farnham and Hedgerley District, was also presented with
her Commissioner badge.
uring his sermon, Reverend Jackson highlighted the ex-

ample set by Edna Parrett and how she keeps the Guid-
ing Promise she made as a Brownie. At aged 83, she is still fulfilling the commitment
she made with the endless support she gives to Guiding as well as the wider community
in Burnham. Reverend Jackson talked about the Promise that God fulfilled in sending
Jesus into the world.
Di Robinson, Division President, brought the service to its conclusion with prayers and

thanks. The whol e congregation sang O6Hark the

tea and refreshments in Cornerstone at St
Angela Hurlstonen Burnham Beeches

to find something to do with the time we have rushed
o\f our Ufe s spent trying - Will Rogers through life trying ¢, sayq
L .

He

Pet
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= Our District Vision
1 event was attended
by over 200 current

‘ and past members
\ of GirlGuiding. The [§

units had prepared |
@m—ea displays and activi- §
ties for the girls to

L L do from a variety of

, countries who were
‘ R = also celebrating
their Centenary this
year. All who had
ever made their
\/ Guide promise, re-
newed it, then a
= » number of awards were presented.
\d The District wanted to show its appreciation for all the hard work and
p dedication of some of our current Adult Volunteers.
‘h The following were awarded:
Eileen Carr and Bill Collins - GirlGuiding Bucks County 'Thank You' certificates.
Pat Collins - GirlGuiding Bucks County ' Good Service' certificate.
Maggi Davision- GirlGuiding UK's National '‘Good Service' certificate and Brooch.
Alison -Gerrards Cross & Denham District, Burnham Beeches Division.
In the picture:
Sarah Fitzpatrick(5 year service), Nicky Cammack(5 year service), Tracy Wilson (District
Thank you), Bill Collins (County Thank you certificate), Barbara Randall (District Thank
you), Eileen Carr (County Thank you Certificate), Hilary Blackham (District Thank you),
Maggi Davison (at back, National Good Service Brooch), Pat Collins (County Good Ser-
vice Award) Elizabeth Prais (Joint DC).

Website

Done forget to check the Bucks county website for up to date info.
http://www.girlguidingbucks.org.uk

And, find us on facebook. Search Girlguiding Buckinghamshire and see
what people are up to.

lanet any visitor from outer space would say "I| WANT
one \ook at this P - William S Burroughs TO SEE THE MANAGER. i

el
v
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Its silly season again thank goodness............. so we at
1st Chalfont St Peter Guides have been having =
fun........... helping Santa! To your right is Rachel

Brooks, Santa, Elizabeth White and me(Badger), in Rotary
Disguise and lights!!! Each year we help with Rotary of
Gerrards Cross and Chalfont St Peter to assist Father
Christmas with handing out the gifts to boys and girls who
have been very
good.

il The second photo is of
k& the girls of 1st Chal-
font St Peter Guides preparing shoe boxes before filling
B them with little fun items and some enjoyable edible items
and finally sending out to Afghanistan for our brave troops
to open at Christmas time. We managed to pack 21 boxes
in two weeks and conjunction with Rotary of Gerrards Cross
and Chalfont St Peter there were several hundred boxes
sent to barracks in Windsor before being shipped out to Af-
ghanistan.

Aylesbury Vale Finale

Five girls from Loughton Lodge district, Milton Keynes received their Baden -Powell Challenge awards at
the stadium:mk during the Girlguiding Centenary Finale celebrations.

The girls, Ellie Papworth, Jenny Mcintyre and Lara Bland of 1 %' Loughton Guides and Deanna Frary and
Rebecca Mills of 1* Two Mile Ash Guides, spent two years completing a total of ten self -motivating and

chall enging c¢clauses which included running a O6Ready,

Packs, orienteering, watersports, trasivelgsleaming leaderw
ship skills organising and running Guide meetings for the younger members.
All the girls were also active participants in the Guiding Centenary events over the past year  despecially

the Centenary Launch Parade through Milton Keynes,
side Warwick Castl e, the 60One Worl d, One Beatd t hemed

which time -travelled through the ten decades of Guiding 1910
to 2010.

Lara and Deanna were also lucky enough to attend the interna-
tional camp in the Netherlands while Ellie, Jenny and Rebecca
enjoyed the County Centenary camp, Bucks100Fest, at Chalfont
Heights.

As part of the B-P Award, the girls attended a Baden -Powell
residential challenge & for Ellie, Jenny and Lara this involved a :
Monopoly challenge at Pax Lodge, while Deanna and Rebecc
took part in a canoeing weekend in Oxfordshire.

The girls received their awards from District Commissioner
Fiona Snook.

Anne Mclintyrefi Guider 1st Shenley Brownies

. atters very much, and very few things mat
‘\o't\'““g m - Arthur Balfour
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/‘E’/
News
v/
Eyeoreods Campl ng tal es

My first Guide camp was in 1950. Almost the whole
Company went 8 some di dndt have
and almost none of us would have gone abroad.

No health and safety then. A removal lorry was
loaded with the tents and equipment, then our kit
bags (army surplus) and our bedding rolls. (No sleep-
ing bags then, just a pillow, a sheet and three blan-
kets joined with blanket pins and rolled up in an army £
surplus cape as a ground sheet). Then all of us
Guides sat on the top of everything and the low back &=
shutter was put up so we
was fun with everyone singing.

We went to Hythe in Kent for two weeks. The Patrol
tents we slept in were bell tents, toes to the middle. =2
(Every camp after this we had ridge tents, as now). A/
After a week we moved the tents onto fresh grass.

It didndét take | ong for us to get used to the I|lingo.
Q. M. was in charge of the food and the whistle for &C
the Lats were the toilets.

As now, we made our gadgets with wood but then had to hunt for it in the woods. We used forked pieces

to prop up the lengths of wood for our bedding racks. They often broke! We had our duties and our tents

inspected every day.

We cooked on altar fires as we do now, but had to collect all the wood from nearby. At mealtimes we

had to sit on runners. These were very uncomfortable - we had to sit upright with our legs forward.

Plates and cups were enamel which were very hot with food and drink in them. No plastic then.

The meals were very basic then, it wasndt | ong after
were controlled by an adul t. Prior to camp | woul dndt
them and have liked them ever since. The Guiders were always served first.

Washing up was done by Patrols in a metal bowl on a rickety tripod. These often fell over. We had to do

all the washing up including the adultsd&d. The cook pat
side until the end of camp, which was then very hard as the outside had not been coated. Rubbish such

as tins and bottles were buried in the ground.

We al ways had a rest hour after |l unch. This had to b
to join the other patrols. We were able to read or play quiet games but no running around. Also, we had

to ask permission even to go to the loo.

The greatest shock was going to the loo. They were in cubicles made of hessian screening. A long trench

had been dug in the ground, the soil piled up just behind. In each cubicle a shovel was on top of the soil.

On top of the trench were wooden boxes each with a wooden toilet seat covered with a material flap.

Each time you went to the loo you had to shovel some soil on top, all very embarrassing!

At the end of the first week the cubicles and boxes were moved along a little as just under the seats the

soil was very high!

Personal washing was also done in hessian cubicles with the bowl on a tripod, more accidents! My friend

Janet and | didndét wash the first week.

OQur families were to visit on the middle Sunday, by <co

dler brothers, our Mothers and our Grandmothers. Prior to this visit we had decided we would go back
home with them.

intetti life on other planets Why should other be
, | don't think there's gent vt planets be any different from t, is one?

ourney
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News

Eyeoreds Camping tales

We had hoped to go on the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch railway and our families persuaded Captain to

let us do this, so we decided to stay. We travelled on our own dtwo little girls, no adult! We had such an

adventure!

At camp we went to the seaside twice and on a hike. I
team games. We had many camp fires higher up our field near a large pond where we saw many dragon-

flies. I learnt many songs most of which | remember and some of which we still sing. We ended the day

in a horseshoe singing an evening hymn followed by Taps. My favourite was when we sang Taps when in

our tents. Some Leaders would sing first then each Patrol sang in turn ending with the other Leaders at

the end of the O6tentd horseshoe. We all made sure our
When we returned home we were dropped off outside the Methodist Church, North Chingford, where we

had our meetings. My parents were not there and | was left on my own! | had to walk all the way home

carrying my kit bag and bedding roll.

Having been at camp for two weeks | found the rooms at home so small and stairs strange. It was so odd

sitting at a table for meals. | had a really good cry at home, | missed the outdoor living and especially all

my friends.

We have much larger camps now, as we now camp as a whole district. Camps nowadays are much easier

for the Guides. The tents and equi pment are |l oaded on
cars. The parents drive their daughters and their friends to the campsite.

On arrival several fathers will be there to help erect the shelter tents. As there are more Guiders and

Young Leaders each Patrol has help when erecting their ridge patrol tents.

To make their gadgets the wood is provided from the camp store and one big difference is the way the

washing up stands are made, much more stable and with a draining board. Also, at most sites there are

wooden pallets to use for our fires, although they do burn very fiercely.

When it comes to describing meals nowadays, they are delicious! They are mainly cooked by the Guiders

as most of the Guides are on activities. Also, now the Guides are served their meals first. With washing

Spring 2011

cooking pots these are wusually done now by the Guider :
get one. As with many years ago only the inside is wa:
the outside so it was a | ong and dirty job. Nowadays t

Many Guides dondt know how to wash and drain the plat
seem to think they need hot water and washing up liquid, and sometimes their washing water is gross,
and they still wash their plates in it.

We still have camp fires but many Guides seem to get tired early, probably so many activities. Bedding
rolls are much easier to make now, pillow, sleeping bag possibly a blanket and a proper ground sheet to
roll them in. Camps are usually for only one week now, and often just for a weekend. These are mostly
at Scout camp sites where there is a wide range of things for the Guides to do. Also, although we have
some chemical loos on the site, for at night and emergencies, there are always flushing toilets, showers
and wash basins. There are also many other Guides and Scouts

around, and a tuck shop.

My only problem now is that | am usually very tired after camp. My

husband reckons it takes me about a week to get back to normal! &
Il dm so glad | joined the Guides al >< , /
det and Guider |1 dve enjoyed every |

so many friends in Guiding and have had so much fun, especially at
the camps. V ﬁ\

Judith Dally (Eyeore) Written for the Amersham Centenary Scrap- N N | \
book. \x/

\ife doesn't imitate art, it imitates bad television_

- Woody Allen
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used this age range as it is the age Scouts can take part in an Explorer belt.

Spring 2011

The Explorer Belt is a Scouting and Guid-
ing award open to members aged 16-25.
The aim of the expedition is to walk at
least 160KM in ten days carrying all
equipment, apart from water, in a small
team. Each team has one core project
and ten minor challenges to complete
during the walk. Throughout the walk the
intention is to meet local people, explore
the country and experience a different
culture first hand.

Our Explorer Belt expedition took place in
Serbia in August. Our team (Team Pen-
guin) was a small group of three - two
girls (a Scout and a Guide) and one boy
(also a Scout).

The core project had to be something
that we wanted to find out about Serbia.
We decided to compare the social life of
a 16-25 year old in the UK to Serbia. We
This project was something

that not only interested us but also gave us the opportunity to interact with the Serbs.
The trip was for 17 days and was the biggest challenge in Team Penguins lives so far. After a few flight
problems Team Penguin were reunited in the Serbian head quarters in Sabac ready for the trip to begin.

We were very nervous

when we

arrived in Sabac as

were due to leave which was really nerve -racking! We were even more nervous after we planned our
route when we realised how far we would be walking for 10 days with our really heavy bags d&our first day

was 22KM!

The 10 days went like a whirlwind! Finding places to stay was most certainly the
di dnodt

as the Serbians

real ly

hardest part especially
know who Scout s

ing and some nights it was like playing charades all night. When we were all very tired it became hard
work but then again we were so lucky to have found somewhere to stay. Everyone we met commented
and said we were crazy to be walking with large rucksacks in the scorching heat (some days it was as
high as 40 °C and our bags were so heavy it was like carrying a house!).

We had a fantastic time during the expedition the Serbian people were so kind to us and helped at every

opportunity, even

t hough

many

couldndt speak a

ever we stopped or even when just passing by their house. The last day felt like we had walked 1,000
miles but completing the challenge gave us a great sense of achievement.

We had our ups and downs but the trip was definitely a once in a lifetime opportunity! We helped on a
farm doing chores, hiked like a walking jumble sale with washing drying on our backs and even Ben had
his hair shaved off as one of the challenges! Along the way we made some great friends who we hope to

keep in touch with in the future.

If you ever get the chance to experience an Explorer Belt then DO IT!

Ben Lee, Helen Hopkins & Louise Hampton

\4
10 o nigh

”aymbedlookingupatthestarsinmeskyand | thought to myself, Whe"*theheckisu,e
Ce"in
&

we

wer e.

word

C

Br

of
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100 Girls on the Water

During the centenary year there were lots of fun adventures to do, including a boating
day at Longridge, Marlow. Four of us from 10th Chesham Guides took part. Everyone
was mixed into groups, so we made friends while hanging around with our mates! Our
group did rafting, sit -on-tops, bell boating and canoeing. My personal favourite was the
sit-on-tops. At the end we got to stand up and jump about in our little boats (however,

| fell out TWICE!).

There was also a lady from the Chief Guide who came down and gave us a special cen-
tenary badge.

It was a very nice but hot day so it was a treat to splash around in the water. | also
thoroughly enjoyed the rafting. We made our own rafts, got into two groups and set
out on the rafts. We had water fights which were extremely fun.

This is just another roller coaster ride we have as Guides.

Maisie Bradfield - 10th Chesham Guides

Our Finale Outing

As a Unit, our centenary finale was a trip to Chessington World of Adventures. A damp
day but little did we care, in fact it was a bonus as there were few other people ven-
turing out and there were no queues for the rides.

The first ride, for those who dared, was the
were covering the air! Then we calmed down the mood by going on some slightly
slower rides like the Berry Bouncers, the Flying Jumbos and the Carousel. Some of us
went on Cobra (when they got it working) while others went round and round and round
on the Monkey Swinger getting

wetter and wetter!! We got wetter

still on Dragon Falls but warmed up

with a lovely hot lunch at the Bur-

ger King before we went on the

nerve racking Vampire and then

drifted our way through the Bub-

bleworks. Directly after that the

choice was Rameses Revenge or

the Rattlesnake and then we had a

ride on the Tomb Blaster which

Jane, our leader, was really good

at. To finish off our stunning day,

Melody was enrolled on the Vam-

pire.

10th Chesham Guides

ing is Learning how to throw yourself at the ground

a o
- Douglas Adams nd miss, .

& ?\Y




