	It’s time … to tell is if YOU want to be in the cast for the 2012 Gang Show. 


	 All you have to do is reply to this email and confirm your name, age and scout or Guide group. If you are or will be aged 10 by the show, please confirm whether you want to be in Junior or Main cast.
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS FRIDAY 30THSEPT
Smile Tests will take place on the afternoon of Sunday 9thOct in age appropriate slots which we will advise once the deadline has passed and we know how many people want to be in the cast. When we advise you of your time slot, we will also tell you if we need you to learn anything ready for the Smile Test.

If you know anybody else that would like to take part in the show, please send them the information below which is what we send out to all leaders. We’d very much like to encourage new cast to join us this year so please help us spread the word. Our team of Roadshow volunteers are out and about over the next couple of weeks visiting lots of different groups… if they come to your meeting, please help them out by joining in and telling your friends about it.

I look forward to hearing from you all.
Kind regards
Becky 

 

******************************************************************************
 

Invitation to join the cast of the 2011 High Wycombe Gang Show
 
What is a Gang Show?
The High Wycombe Gang Show is a variety family show with a mix of old and new music, comedy and dance items all performed by around a 100 members of the local Scout & Guide movements from age 8 to sixty something! The show also has a live band, makes all its own costumes and builds all its own scenery and props. Every year the show raises money for a local charity.
 
Things you need to know about our show:-
 

· We are an ALL INCLUSIVE show and are very proud to be so. This means our entry criteria are NOT based on singing or dancing ability. They are based on attitude and enthusiasm.

 

· We will NEVER ask anyone who doesn’t want to, to sing or dance on their own. There will not be an X-Factor type audition process.

 

· We WANT people in our show who will value their place in the cast and who will give Gang Show 100% commitment and effort.

 

· We have an application procedure simply to allow those outside the existing cast an opportunity to join us. In the past we have allowed existing cast an automatic pass into the following years show and that meant some people were returning out of habit rather than because they wanted to. The process we now have is fair to existing cast as well as allowing newcomers an opportunity to join us.

 
Who can be in it?
ANYONE who is a current member of the Scout or Guide movements over the age of 8.
We split the cast into sections – Juniors aged 8 to 10 approx (ie Cubs & Brownies) and the Main Cast aged 10 &
above. The Juniors often join the Main cast on stage and have their own songs within larger items.
 
What about rehearsals?
We rehearse at Maplewood School, Downley every Tuesday evening starting in December PLUS approx 1 Sunday afternoon a month for the main cast only. See full list of dates at the end of this letter. On a Tuesday evening, the Juniors rehearse 6pm til 7.15pm and the main cast from 7.30pm til 9.30pm. We expect all cast to commit to being at ALL rehearsals except when ill or in exceptional circumstances.
 
What is the application procedure?

· Tell us you want to apply – email us your name, date of birth, address and phone number and Scout or Guide group. If you are aged 10, please specify whether you would like to be in Junior cast or main cast. You can also leave a message on our answerphone. Our contact details are at the bottom of this letter. DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS FRIDAY 30th SEPT

 

 

· Once the application deadline has passed, we will get in touch with all applicants with details of a song we would like you to learn ready for Smile Test afternoon.

 

·  SMILE TESTS will take place on the afternoon of Sunday 9th October in age appropriate time slots. The Smile Test is your chance to prove to us that you have the commitment to be in the show. We need you show us that you can learn words. On the day, you can prove to us that you can pay attention when we teach you some simple dance moves, and you can show us that you can SMILE !

 
This process will enable us to make sure all of our cast members have the commitment and enthusiasm needed to make it through to show week. We cannot guarantee a place will be available for everyone who registers an interest, but we will accommodate as many people as we can. You will be told whether you we are able to offer you a place in the cast within a week of the Smile Test.
 
Then what? 
Before we start rehearsals properly in December, we hold our Registration Evening where we do all the paperwork, take cast pictures for the programme and give you an overview of what’s in the show. This will take place on Tues 29th November.
 
Hopefully, you now have all the information you need to be able to make a decision about whether to get involved. If you have any questions, please do get in touch. Please remember that as with all Scout & Guide leaders, we at Gang Show are also volunteers with jobs and families. We will do our utmost to answer queries in a timely fashion.
 
We very much look forward to hearing from you and to meeting lots of new faces at Smile Test Day.
 
Carole Arnold and James Palin
Show Producers
 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY– Cut out and keep!
 
Fri 30th Sept                  deadline for cast applications
Sun 9th Oct                    Smile Test afternoon
Tues 29th Nov               Registration Eve
Tues 6th Dec                  1st Rehearsal and every Tues thereafter including Feb half term
Sun 8th Jan                    main cast Sunday afternoon rehearsal
Sun 22nd Jan                 main cast Sunday afternoon rehearsal
Sun 5th Feb                    main cast Sunday afternoon rehearsal
Sun 11th March              Dress Rehearsal – all day (Main cast 9.30am til 6pm, Juniors 12noon til 6pm)
 
Monday 24th Mar to Sat 31st Mar 2012 = SHOW WEEK
 
High Wycombe Gang Show
Becky Adams Show Admin: 16 Trees Avenue, Hughenden Valley, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP14 4PQ
Tel 0844 443 5737  email gsadmin@hw-scouts.org.uk
website http://www.hw-scouts.org.uk/gs/


	


