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I think it was an 
amazing day 

and I’ll always 
remember it. 

The Duke of  
Edinburgh came 
and talked to us.  

One of the things 
that made me smile 
was that the Queen 
was metres away 

from us.  

First we went on the train to London and made 
friends with people’s armpits! When we got there 
we went to Westminster Abbey and met the other 
Brownies, who were very nice. We all went in to the 
church and went through all the police beeper 
checks. When we got in we sat down and we waited 
to have the rehearsal of escorting the flag. When 
we were walking with the flag we felt very impor-
tant.  
After we had our practice we went to ICANDO in a 
taxi. We went back in a taxi and we told the taxi 
driver we had an appointment with the Queen and 
he was shocked! 
The lady asked us to come and wait before the 
Queen came. We stood there for quite a while and 
our legs were achy. When the Queen did come eve-
rybody smiled and was very excited. The Queen was 
as small as me! When we were escorting the Queen 
we walked up through 52 flags and we felt really 
honoured! At the end we spoke to The Duke of Edin-
burgh and nearly spoke to the Queen, she got taken 
away just before she reached us. 
We went home on the train and we managed to get 
a seat this time, but Brown Owl had to stand up un-
til Harrow! 

Erin Pickard—1st Chenies & Chalfont Brownies 



Quest 
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What were a group of Guiders, a Young Leader and some parents doing with a large 
quantity of coconuts in a Bucks wood late at night, at the beginning of February? 
Answer:  we were manning a coconut shy on Base C of the Quest Incident Hike. 
The Guiders of Amersham West District have been involved in bases on Quest for a 
number of years, whilst many of our Guides have taken part in the hike. 
This year the theme was Robin Hood and the teams had to navigate themselves round a 
course of approximately 11 miles, participating in activities and collecting clues. 
We were very lucky with the weather after the January floods and had a dry night, not 
too cold. 
Sixty three teams completed the course and, although the Guide teams were well out-
numbered, they managed very well and produced some great results.  3rd Chesham Bois 
had teams placed 4th, 6th, 10th & 36th, 2nd Chesham Bois had teams 34th & 56th and 1st 
Amersham On The Hill’s team came 22nd. 
Our thanks go to all the parents who supported us, the Guides for doing so well and 
showing the Guiding spirit and especially to 2nd Amersham Common Scouts for organiz-
ing the event again so well. 

Pauline Lee — Unit Guider Amersham West 

Well, 2008 was another fantastic year for Gang Show.  A few new very smiling faces 
were spotted amongst the die-hard members of the cast, and a couple of the old  
costumes made a well-deserved appearance too! 
A huge sound of “awww” rang out amongst the audience when the Cubs came onstage 
swamped by hi-vis jackets, and the classic learner Morris Man sketch still didn’t fail to 
amuse adults and children of the audience alike. A very deserving charity was collected 
for this year – Rosie’s Rainbow Fund – which sparked a fantastic sketch about colour, 
and brightened up the stage. 
Hopefully we will see more new faces on stage next year, as despite this years cast  
being larger than the previous couple of shows, there is still plenty of room for more 
members of Guides and Scouts to join. 
A big well done is greatly deserved by all members of the cast, crew, and not forgetting 
those hidden in the orchestra pit, for entertaining us for yet another year running. You 
have all earned the few months rest you’ll get before rehearsals for the 2009 show be-
gin!  Bravo! 

 Gina Prickett, Assistant Guider 2nd Booker Guides & Booker ‘Wings’ Ranger 
James Palin (producer) comments on this year’s show: 
This was our forth year as producers with our largest cast. We were very pleased with 
the show and the great reaction from the audience. We are looking forward to next 
year’s show. 

Gang Show 
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The sun was due to rise just after 7 
a.m. so thank goodness the forecast 
was mild and dry for Sunday morning, 
24th February.  100 members of Chep-
ping Wycombe Division began their 
World Thinking Day celebrations by 
watching the dawn break from the 
top of West Wycombe Hill.   
The celebrations continued with the 
joining together of links to form a 
peace chain representing Guiding 
around the world. The sun rose from 
behind the breaking clouds at exactly 
the right moment as the peace chain 
was completed.   
Volunteers inflated over 100 balloons and the girls wrote messages on pale blue labels 
which were then attached white balloons. The peace balloons were free to carry their 
messages over the Buckinghamshire hills and hopefully further in the world.   
A special World Thinking Day service was then held in St Lawrence Church at the top of 
West Wycombe Hill.  Unit flags, District and Division Banners were paraded into an al-
most full church, which was a very moving moment.  The service focussed on water – the 
theme of this year’s World Thinking Day.   
One of the most emotional moments came when Kadie Plumridge, a Ranger and Young 
Leader in Stokenchurch,  was presented with the Girlguiding Star of Merit by the Division 
Commissioner, Gill Lawrence. This is awarded by the Chief Guide to a girl who has dis-

played great courage or fortitude 
and is an extremely special award.  
Kadie has shown great determination 
and enthusiasm to continue with all 
her Guiding activities throughout ill 
health and everyone is very pleased 
that this has been acknowledged by 
receipt of this award. 
A great morning was had by all de-
spite the very early start to a Sunday 
morning. 

Gill Lawrence— Chepping Wycombe  
Division Commissioner  

Thinking Day 

 

Unit News 
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1st and 2nd Steeple Claydon 
Brownies always visit Claydon 
House the day before Mother-
ing Sunday to pick daffodils 
which are then bunched up by 
a very loyal guider and then 
given out by brownies and 
other children during the 
Mothering Sunday church ser-
vice.  

Know Ghana 
The 5th Newport Pagnell Brown-
ies had a great night of fun with 
Mrs Joan Djan who gave us a 
presentation called ‘Know 
Ghana’. The brownies and their 
leaders all dressed up in  
traditional costumes. We looked 
very colourful. Then we saw 
some pictures of Ghana, tried 
some traditional food (yummy) 
and played a game from Ghana 
which everyone enjoyed. We also 

had some items to look at from 
Ghana such as drums and other 
items. A very different evening for 
us– we hope she can come again 
soon.   
 
Linda Morris –Brownie Guider 5th 
Newport Pagnell.  



Brand New Unit in Chenies and Chalfont 
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Denham Brownies are Champions! 
Almost 50 excited Brownies took part in Gerrards Cross and Denham 
District’s swimming gala at the Chiltern Pools, Amersham, on Satur-
day, 9th February.  The event has been running for some 15 years 
and has races for all abilities, from walking across the pool for the 
younger Brownies to highly competitive freestyle relays. 
 “Not only do the girls have enormous fun, but it is great to hear 
them all cheering on their teams,” said Tricia Hayne, District 
Guider.  “The winners, Denham Brownies, had a really strong team 
this year, taking the cup for the first time in several years.” 
 The results were 1st and 4th Denham Brownies in first place; 4th Ger-
rards Cross Brownies in second place; and 3rd Gerrards Cross Brown-
ies in third place.   

Tricia Hayne—District Guider, Gerrards Cross and Denham District 

Friday 21st of September was a very exciting evening—the 3rd pack 
of Chenies and Chalfont Brownies was being  re-launched. We had 
wondered whether meeting on a Friday might not be very popular 
but we needn’t have worried as 20 very excited, mainly 7 year-old 
girls, arrived full of expectation.  Most of the girls didn’t know each 
other and with the exception of three, none had been a Brownie 
before.  Brown Owl (Deirdre) and Tawny Owl (Claire) were also new 
to each other.  So, we had a lot to learn together.  In November, 17 
girls, Tawny Owl and our regular unit helper Jo all made their prom-
ises. The sessions were extremely special and enjoyed by some very 
eager parents who were well entertained as the girls also prepared 
for their first badge, the hostess badge. 
Six months on, we are well into our Brownie adventure and have 

gained four more girls so we are now at 24 and 
full capacity! Four sixes  are now well established 
and our sixers and seconders are enjoying their 
responsibilities.  Four new girls can’t wait to make their promise and 
wear their lovely uniforms. We are receiving lots of ideas from the 
girls about what they want to do and their friendships are growing 
from strength to strength. It has been a real pleasure working with 
our Brownies and we are looking forward to helping them achieve the 
badges they so eagerly want to earn. 

Claire Bunting– Unit Guider 
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Unit News 

You’d have to question the sanity of someone who decides towards the end of their 
time in Senior Section to under take a 160km expedition. This is what the Explorer Belt 
is – it’s a 160km walk over 10 days in teams of about 3 - easy? Well it’s more than that 
too, we choose a major project to study (ours was Cultivation to Cuisine: Traditional 
crops and food of Tunisia) and were assigned 10 other minor projects.  
Whilst we carried a tent and stove in our rucksacks we aimed never to use them – an-
other key part of the Explorer Belt experience is becoming immersed in the local cul-
ture, especially by visiting and potentially staying in peoples’ homes. This helps us 
achieve our projects and adds in that extra challenge of communicating with the peo-
ple we meet. It makes the Belt physically, mentally, intellectually, socially and emo-
tionally challenging.  
The team I was in was an all Guider team (plus Claire Bennett (Booker Rangers) and 
Emma Dean (Wales)) – the rest of the expedition teams, bar one member of the organ-
ising team, was made up of members of the Scout Association. Although the Explorer 
Belt is rarely undertaken by Guides, it is open to Senior Section members between 16 
and 26. 
However being an all-girl, all-guide team walking through Tunisia worked very much in 

our favour. It gave us 
a unique insight to 
the all female worlds 
that existed, and re-
vealed how women 
are respected and 
how much power they 
hold, within their 
families and commu-
nities. And, whilst 
the majority of peo-
ple we met politely 
implied that we were 
mad, and then asked 
where our car was; 
they were extremely 
welcoming, and nei-
ther the tent or the 
stove got an airing 
during our expedi-
tion.  
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This was partly because it was considered unsuitable for women to sleep outside when 
it was “so cold” (a mere 25ºC, is considered a winters day) – thus we stayed in family 
rooms, on floors, in offices, at a wedding party and at a Scout hall.  
People regularly stopped us at the side of the road to ask what we were doing 
(backpackers are unheard of in Tunisia). Scouting and Guiding in Tunisia are joint, but 
boys and girls meet separately. Scouts (Kashefa in Arabic) are extremely well respected 
and wearing a necker was certainly a conversation starter and provided some reasoning 
about why we’d chosen to walk 160km. One man once delivered a baguette and two 
yogurts to us whilst we were sat at the side of the road (with little explanation!). Many 
of the children we met in villages had never seen western women who weren’t on TV. 
The complete cultural immersion we experienced for the 10 days was almost indescrib-
able and during our stay we made many friends, especially two Scouters from the Island 
of Djerba, who made us feel part of their group, joined us for one day’s walking as well 
as helping us make contact with the other scout troops as we progressed. 
I’d recommend undertaking an Explorer Belt to Senior Section members, they are run 
by Scout County International Teams, Networks, but also international fellowships. Ours 
was organised by the UK Arab Scout Fellowship (www.uk-arabfellowship.org.uk).  

he final part of 
our Belt will 
take place next 
month in London 
where the team 
will present 
about the expe-
dition for as-
sessment to the 
organisers, 
other key asses-
sors, and our 
supporters, to 
prove that we 
have completed 
our challenges 
and worked as a 
team.  
Mary Hall  
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 Family Open Day 
May 5th 2008 
1pm to 6pm 

 
Free entry to our full range of activities and events including: 

• May pole dancing 
• Try-a-boat sessions, including kayaking, rowing, dragon 

boating, bell boating and rafting 
• Water assault course challenge 
• Live Bands 
• Face Painting 
• Bouncy Castle 
• Craft Stalls 
• Food and Refreshments 
• A wide range of side stall entertainments 
 
If you would like to find out more call 01628 483252 or 
events@longridge-uk.org 

 
www.longridge-uk.org 

Registered Charity No. 1121239 
Longridge On The Thames 
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Every year, 10th Chesham 
Guides, helped by the Brown-
ies and Rainbows, organise a 
party for Senior Citizens in 
Chesham. It’s a wonderful 
way for the girls to interact 
with older people and our 
guests really appreciate being 
waited on and entertained for 
the afternoon. We’ve been 
doing it since 1992, back by 
popular demand each year, 
our guests really look forward 
to coming and we really enjoy 
having them. 
We send out invitations about 
a month in advance and en-
courage people to bring a 
friend so we generate new guests year on year. Many people need transport and that’s 
probably the biggest logistic, telling guests when they will be collected and ensuring we 
have enough parents and husbands to help. 
On the day, we arrive at Hivings Free Church at noon, put up decorations, set up and 
lay the tables and fill up the urns. Parents provide all the food and soon our team of 
Mums is in the kitchen getting ready for the first guests. Although we say the party 
starts at 2.45pm guests arrive from 2pm ready for a first cup of tea. The Guides meet, 
greet, take coats, take guests to their seats and get them a drink. 
The town Mayor usually comes at this time and mingles. 
At 2.45pm we have an entertainment item. This year it was an animal quiz as the 
theme for the main entertainment was animals. Then we sing grace and the Guides  
become waitresses, each allocated to a table. Large quantities of sandwiches, scones, 
sausage rolls and cakes are eaten and, of course, the teapots have frequent refills. 
We don’t have a stage so we have to take down the tables to provide room for the  
entertaining. Everyone sits round three sides of the church and the Rainbows, Brownies 
and Guides entertain with playlets, dancing, musical solos and singing.  And there are 
always plenty of opportunities for our guests to join in and sing. 
We finish the afternoon with the Rainbow Song, Brownie Bells and Taps and then more 
careful logistics to ensure our guests get back the right coat and are safely transported 
home.                                                Jane Paterson & Pat Haley, 10th Chesham Guides 
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21st  
Birthday 
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Are you an original Rainbow? 
 

 
 
  

 Are you an ORIGINAL Rainbow? 
Were you a Rainbow 21years ago? 

If you are we would like to hear from YOU! 
The Rainbows are celebrating their 21st Birthday this year and in true Rainbow style we 

are having some parties! 
They are being held on Saturday 10th May and we would like to invite YOU! 

Please email caroline.white17@btinternet.com if you would like to come (or know of 
anyone that would like to come). 

 If you have any memories of Rainbow meetings over the last 21 years please contact 
the above address so we can make a memory book. 
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The RIKKIS 2008 

Don’t miss the opportunity to win the most prestigious  
entertainment film award in the County.   
The Award will be given to the Senior Section group or  
individual who is judged to have produced the best  
entertainment film. 
The closing date for entries is 10th June 2008.  
For more information see the County website.  
http://www.girlguidingbucks.org.uk/docs/rikki-awards-
2008.doc 
The winning film will be announced in early July 2008.  
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The annual camp and holiday training took place over the weekend 8th/9th March at 
Ellesborough. We had a very good turnout with even more Guiders than last year opting 
to stay overnight. Ellesborough of course is set in beautiful surroundings and although 
there was some rain we all had a great time inside and out. Several Guiders even man-
aged to walk up Coombe Hill before breakfast on the Sunday. As usual we had a very 
full programme with sessions being run by several of the Division Holiday and Camp Ad-
visers. We also had some guest presenters to whom many thanks. Compared to last year 
we had a fairly sedate but most enjoyable evening with lots of laughter and sharing of 
ideas. There have already been several applications to run holidays and camps and we 
wish these Guiders the best of luck and weather. 

Sharon Copsey— 

The following people have gained Brownie Pack Holiday Licences.  
Michal-Marie Plumridge of 2nd Stokenchurch Brownies  

Lizzie Bree of 2nd Chalfont St Giles Brownies  
Meryl Munson of 1st Ickford Brownies  

Liz Tranter of 1st Stokenchurch Brownies 

Congratulations 

11 

Archives 
I thought it was about time to let you know that the archive section is still alive and 
at the moment is undergoing a revamp. 
All of the items are being logged on to the computer using a data package supplied by 
headquarters. As you can imagine this is a long process as each item is being logged, 
filed and located. At the moment I’m up to 1300 items and still going! 
Archives exist to house a record of Guiding and are available for research into our his-
tory by members of the movement.  
I am always on the look out for items to add to the collection, the older the better. 
Don’t throw anything away, it could be useful to the archives. 
I am missing several items as listed below:  
♦ Banner Service sheets for years 1928, 1930, 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 

1937, 1939, 1948, 1984 and 1985 (in the years 1940 to 946, as far as I can dis-
cover, there were no services help but if you have proof of any service in those 
years please let me know. 

♦ A bound copy (blue covering) of the annual reports for the years 1961 to 1968—
they do exist but where are they?  

♦ County directories for the years 1977 to 1996. 
♦ Does anyone have a pictures of the ‘Monarch Cup’ or even the cup itself?  

Woody—County Archivist. 
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Welcome Paula 

We’d like to extend a warm welcome to Paula Watkins who has joined us as Assistant 
Office Administrator.  Paula will be in the office 3 mornings a week assisting with the 
administration of our County. 

There are a few administrative things that we all need to be 
aware of and remember.  
♦ Firstly, the constant need to be vigilant about data pro-

tection issues and the safe storage and disposal of per-
sonal details 

♦ There is a template of a photo consent form on the Bucks 
website. It needs to be completed by parents or guardi-
ans of all members under the age of 16 if you are plan-
ning to take photos of the girls.  

http://www.girlguidingbucks.org.uk/docs/Photo-consent.doc 
♦ The County Office has a large number of resources avail-

able to be borrowed or rented. Amongst the list are pro-
jections screens and projectors and even laptops, useful 
for making presentations to parents about holidays and 
camps.  There are several different Guiding banners and 
display boards for publicity events. A full list is available 
from the County Office and will be on the County website 
soon. 

♦ The following office services are available in the office: 
◊ A3 & A4 b/w photocopying 
◊ Risograph (bulk photocopying and stapling)  
◊ A3 & A4 laminating 
◊ Paper trimmer  
◊ Spiral Binding Machine + plastic spines 

♦ There is also a new guidance document concerning emails: 
It is the policy of Girlguiding Buckinghamshire not to encourage 
the use of guiding email addresses for the circulation of private 
matters unrelated to guiding.  To do so would be considered an 
abuse of trust.  Please use email addresses in your address 
books with care. The complete guide will soon be available on 
the Bucks website.  
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Funding Opportunity 
Promoting Positive Activities for Young People 

 Fantastic Funding Opportunity for Voluntary Organisations 2008  
 Youth Focus is pleased to announce that Buckinghamshire County Council Community 
and Youth Engagement have awarded us a one off grant to set up an Accessing Positive 
Activities Fund to distribute to voluntary sector projects. 
 
 Aim of the Fund: 
Voluntary youth groups have the opportunity to offer a project or activity that will 
open up their group to new members and encourage more young people to become in-
volved in the positive activities run within their club or unit. 
 
 Who can apply? 
The Fund is open to groups in the Voluntary and Faith sector who work with young peo-
ple aged 13 – 19. Successful applicants will run a project that will enable young people 
to take part in a positive activity. It must be attractive in encouraging other young peo-
ple who don’t usually participate to get involved, in addition to regular club members. 
At least 75% of the participants need to be in the 13 – 19 age range. 
 
 How to apply 
Applications can be made for up to £500 on a first come first served basis, until the pot 
of money runs out. We need to distribute the funding as evenly as possible between 
Youth Focus members so if there is an excess of applications from one of the umbrella 
organisations, a quota system may have to be applied.  An application form and guide-
lines are downloadable from the Youth Focus website: www.youthfocus.org.uk  
 
 What sort of projects can the money be used for? 
You could use the money to: 

♦  extend a project that you are planning or already have running. 
♦  pay for extra space at your venue or pay for additional staff to run an 

event/workshop e.g. an arts project worker to run a workshop in your usual 
club time. 

♦  provide a one-off project e.g. a day of drama, art or sport in the holidays. 
♦  fund extra resources to put into an ongoing project. 
♦  take the young people on a trip out to participate in a positive activity e.g. 

using the climbing wall at Green Park. 
 For more information please email Sue Martin or Jan Knight at  

office@youthfocus.org.uk  
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Board 

   

Volunteers 

make 

guiding 

happen 

Recruitment: A Team workshop 

Resources and support to help with recruitment 

  

 

 

An informal and instructive session that will introduce 
ideas, initiatives, resources and guiding support to help 

with your recruitment of adults and girls. 
  

Contact: Roz Burch 
 tel 01296 330693  email rburch@bucksgfl.org.uk 
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Website Update 

Don’t forget to keep an eye on the county website.  
www.girlguidingbucks.org.uk  

 
Deb has added some pages about the Baden Powell Challenge containing 

information and guidance for girls and leaders.  
http://www.girlguidingbucks.org.uk/badenpowell.htm 

Visits to the site are continuing to increase with over 250 visitors in  
January 08. 

 
Please send articles and ideas for the website to Deb Shann—

debshann@hotmail.com (the Bulletin and Cygnets are published on the 
website after they are released to county) 

The 
 Notice 
Board 

Elmfield Camp Site 

Are you looking for a site to hold your camp?  
Then why not try out site at ‘Elmfield’ on 
the Cliveden estate.  
Give Olive or Woody a call for more informa-
tion or to arrange a visit.  

15 

Facilities at Elmfield:  
♦ Good flat field 
♦ Hard shelter 
♦ Kitchen & boiler house 
♦ Running water 
♦ Wood supplies 
 
Contact Olive (Booking Secretary) 
or Woody (Chairman) 
24 Fassetts Road 
Loudwater  
HP10 9UW        01494 438067 



Take Flight— 
The Back Page Bits 

Printed by: The Print Shop, The Common, Oxford Road, Stokenchurch, Bucks. HP14 3TZ.  
Tel: 01494 485121 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed may  not be those of the Editor 
or of  Girlguiding Buckinghamshire. The editor reserves the right to 
edit copy. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the      
accuracy of information, liability cannot be accepted for any  
errors or  omissions. 

Don’t Forget! Dates for the Diary! 

Date Event/Location Date Event/Location 

May  Sun 8th Guide Canoe Day 1  

Mon 5th Launch & Regatta Wed 11th Meet and Sing 

Wed 7th Mentors – Air & Share – Ellesborough Thu 12th Right Now Training!! (provisional) 

9/10th Rainbow 21st Birthday Party Mon 16th Guiding Development Meeting 

Sun 11th Banner Service - Halton Wed 18th International Meeting 

Wed 14th Meet and Sing Thu 19th New to Rainbows & Brownies – 
venue tbc 

Thu 15th Map & Compass Training - Ellesborough Sat 21st Cookery Challenge – venue tbc 

Sat 17th First Response – All day Mon 23rd New to Guides & SS – venue tbc 

Sun 18th Dreaming Spires Boating Day Thu 26th County Finance Meeting 

Sat 31st Brownie Dipper Day Sat 28th BP Ultimate Adventure Practice Day 

June  Sun 29th Guide Canoe Day 2 

Tue 3rd Mentors Air & Share – Ellesborough  Next Bucks Bulletin  
Deadline is the 13th  

September 2008.  

Wed 4th Ellesborough House Committee Meeting 

Thu 5th Outdoor Activities Advisers Meeting  

For further information about training contact your Division Guiding Development Representative or County Office 
on girlguiding@buckinghamshire.freeserve.co.uk (key-  Buck = Buckingham; Elles = Ellesborough; Mar = Marlow 
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Editors Contact Details 

Layout and Bucks Swam in Flight graphic by Registered Charity number: 308309 

If you have anything to go in the next 
edition, or an up and coming event, 
please email me on: 

nickyseymour@yahoo.com, see county      
directory for my other contact details. 
The deadline for the next issue is September 
13th 

Again, this is the only space left for me. Keep all the articles coming. It’s great to hear what 
has and will be happening across the county. I’d like to take this opportunity to apologise to 
Carole Arnold and her hard working cast and crew of the Gang Show for giving incorrect details 
about the venue of the show. I hope the audience found you despite my inaccuracies.  
I hope you all have a great summer—don't forget the camera and let us know how the camps go. 

Nicky  
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Girlguiding Bucks County Office Opening 
Hours 

Term Time: Monday-Friday 9am to 1.30pm 
School Holidays: Times/days will vary 

Editors Contact Details County Office 

Quotes  
This time the quotes come from the Girlguiding UK 
website and from the Girls Shout Out publication. 

Editor’s Bit 


